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RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING AGENCIES 

The Tax Credit for Low Income Students 
Scholarship Program was enacted in the 
2014 session of the Kansas State 
Legislature. The program was 
established to provide eligible students 
with an opportunity to attend schools of 
their parents' choice. 

In the legislation, a qualified school is 
one that is accredited by the State of 
Kansas through the State Board of 
Education, or a national or regional 
accreditation agency recognized by the 
State Board for the purpose of eligibility 
for the Tax Credit for Low Income 
Students Scholarship Program. 

For the purposes of identifying 
accrediting agencies for the Tax Credit 
for Low Income Students Scholarship 
Program, the Kansas Department of 
Education (KSDE) will recognize any 
accrediting agency that is included on 
the Student Exchange and Visitor 
Program verified list. This does not mean 
that the agencies, or the schools 
accredited by the agencies meet all of 
the requirements in place to be 
accredited by the State of Kansas 

through its KESA process. It does 
indicate that by being accredited by one 
of these agencies, there are certain 
minimum requirements met that would 
qualify for the Tax Credit for Low Income 
Students Program. 

Tax Credit for Low Income Students 
Scholarship Program Act- K.S.A. 72-4351, 
72-4352, 72-4353, 72-4354, 72-4355, 72-
4356 & 72-4357

Link to SEVP identified accrediting 
agencies: 
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/
sevisAccreditingAgencyList.pdf

This list of accrediting agencies is to be used 

solely for compliance with the requirements of 

the Tax Credit for Low Income Students 

Scholarship Program. These agencies do not 

replace accreditation by the Kansas Board of 

Education. 

http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0051.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0052.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0053.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0054.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0055.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0056.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0056.html
http://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch72/072_043_0057.html
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/sevisAccreditingAgencyList.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/sevisAccreditingAgencyList.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/sevisAccreditingAgencyList.pdf
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The following is not an all-encompassing list, but Identifies some of the prominent private 

school accrediting agencies:  

K-12 Accrediting Agencies:

• Accrediting Association of Seventh-day Adventist schools, colleges and universities (North America Division) 

• Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) 

• Association of Christian Teachers and Schools  Assembly of God (ACTS)

• American Association of Christian Schools (AACS) 

• Christian Schools International (CSI)

• International Christian Accrediting Association 

• Montessori School Accreditation Commission 

• National Christian School Association 

• National Independent Private Schools Association 

• National Lutheran School Accreditation (NLSA) 

• Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod School Accreditation (WELSSA) 

• Cognia (Formerly AdvancED)

• Middle States Association 

• New England Association 

• Western Association 

• Association of Independent Schools of New England 

• Independent Schools Association of the Central States 

• Independent Schools Association of the Southwest

• Pacific Northwest Association of Independent Schools 

• Southern Association of Independent Schools 

• Association of Classical and Christian Schools

For more information, contact: 

Jay Scott 
Director of Accreditation and 
Design 
(785) 296-6818
jscott@ksde.org 

or 

Dale Brungardt
Director of School Finance
(785) 296-4974
dbrungardt@ksde.org

Kansas State Department of Education 

900 S.W. Jackson Street, Suite 102 

Topeka, Kansas 66612-1212 

(785) 296-3201

www.ksde.org 

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age 

in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following 

person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of 

General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Please use the link on the front page of this 

document for a complete list of recognized 

accrediting agencies. 

http://adventisteducation.org/
http://www.acsi.org/
http://www.actsschools.org/
http://www.aacs.org/
http://www.csionline.org/home
https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?link=http%3a%2f%2fwww.icaa.us%2f&tabid=877&portalid=0&mid=2418
http://www.montessori-msac.org/
http://www.nationalchristian.org/
http://www.nipsa.org/
http://swd.lcms.org/Ministries/Schools/NationalLutheranSchoolAccreditation/tabid/4124/Default.aspx
http://www.wels.net/aom/lutheran-schools
https://www.cognia.org/services/accreditation-certification/
http://www.msche.org/
http://www.neasc.org/
http://www.wascsenior.org/
http://www.aisne.org/
http://www.isacs.org/
http://www.isasw.org/
https://www.nwais.org/
http://www.sais.org/
https://classicalchristian.org/
mailto:jgirodat@ksde.org
http://www.ksde.org/



